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city by city, street by street
learning to organize with the people we meet

folks from the corner who’d i never known before
all coming out to even the score

take over the square, take over the park
take over the block, stay out past dark
set up a tent, we’re moving downtown

we ain’t goin’ home we’re sticking around

i’m here to occupy
i wont leave you can’t make me try

we’ll start with this corner
then we’ll take the whole street

this may grow forever
and never be beat.

we’ll learn to make decisions all together if we try
its hard to communicate from different walks of life

a general assembly i ain’t never seen it before
but we’re making progress to even the score

some folks dropped off food, and others some tools
people are ditching work to be here, others skipping school

i can hook up some blankets, my neighbours gotta tent
why don’t we live this way? why do we pay rent?

we’re here to occupy.
we wont leave don’t even try

you cant make us leave
who streets? our streets!
this may grow forever

and never be beat.

OCCUPY
EVERYTHING A

PaPer Website
gettotheroots.wordpress.com
OccuPy GuelPh Website
occupyguelph.blogspot.com
tWitter
@AnarchyGuelph

Definition of Terms
Autonomy au•ton•o•my n.

Autonomy is freedom, 
for a community, region 
or individual, from exter-
nal control or influence 
over our lives and our 
desires. The Govern-
ment, Societal Standards, 
Institutions and other 
individuals are con-
stantly trying to control 
and influence our lives.

Autonomy can apply to 
all aspects of your personal 
freedoms and desires, as 
well as, your community.
Autonomy can be 

limited by a variety 

of factors. For exam-
ple  sexual education 
attempts to influence 
our individual freedom, 
by presenting a limited 
definition of what sex is. 
It is left to us to either 
conform or gain auton-
omy by allowing our 
own desires dictate the 
ways we have sex.
Our autonomy can 

also be threatened with 
force, as was the case 
when a community 
came together to defend 
an old growth forest in 

the south end of Guelph. 
A development site was 
occupied to assert their 
rights to make decisions 
in their community 
relating to the develop-
ment. An injunction was 
passed, which made it a 
criminal offence to be 
on the site, and an order 
was given to the police 
to evict the camp with 
force if needed.
Autonomy is a freedom 

we strive for every day, 
and is extensively written 
about by anarchists.

“City by City” by noam deguerre

Why are anarchists involved in the Occupy 
Movement?

At the base of the Occupy Movement, is the fact that 
capitalism isn’t working. This is a global movement against a 
system that sees a wealthy few controlling the majority of money, 
resources and land.

These same few people control politics on parliament hill, 
decisions made in our communities and have vested interests in 
continuing wars abroad and the war here against the poor.

The Occupy movements over arching goals of challenging 
the class divisions in this society can never be negotiated 
without a revolution. 

In the streets and squares, the Occupations are organized 
horizontally so that everyone can speak for themselves, without 
appointing leaders. 

The Occupations around the world have liberated space for us 
to organize autonomously against capitalism. They have created 
a space for us to help each other out for our mutual interests, 
sometimes known as “Mutual Aid”.

With 1500 occupations across the world, each one expresses 
solidarity with those attempting to occupy the major financial 
districts where all the countries wealth is exchanged. These are 
also places for us to start conversations about addressing issues 
facing our own communities too.

The Occupy Movement is already ripe with anarchist ideas 
in action, and we want to do our part to see it through to it’s 
inevitable conclusion...

Revolution A

A

A

poetry corner
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#Occupy School
More Money, More Problems, More School, More Debt
By K. Fed
From a young age 

we are told that the 
only way to become 
something in this 
world is by getting a 
“real education” i.e. 
going to university or 
college. For many, this 
period comes when 
we begin to question 
the very nature of 
our society, yet we are 
thrown full force into 
the realm of post-sec-
ondary prisons, locked 
in a perpetual wheel of 
due dates, exams, debt 
and headaches.

In school, many of 
us have to take boring 
classes because they 
are required, study 
hours of useless infor-

mation, only to forget 
it after the exam. Why 
do we waste our time? 
Is it to teach us disci-
pline, study skills and a 
good work ethic, or to 
keep us exhausted and 
stuck in the cycle of 
study – drink – repeat.

We are taught that 
going to university is 
the only way to make 
a decent wage, to par-
ticipate and be an active 
member of society. 
Beyond the bonuses of 

taxes, tuition debt and 
long work weeks, what 
has university given us - a 
diploma and a faint pros-
pect of a reputable job?

We have all heard 
that tuition rates keep 
going up, that an 
undergraduate, even a 
master ’s degree can’t 
get us a proper job. 
Every year students 
are graduating with no 
job prospects and are 
forced to work mini-
mum wage jobs to pay 
back their loans. Every 
year more and more 
first year students enter 
the university system. 

We are told by the 
administration that 
student tuition rates 

School can 
be a debt 
sentence, 

for what?”#Occupy Oakland Eviction
800 Police Evict Oakland, Oscar Grant Plaza Retaken
Compiled from IndyMedia 
Sources 
Oakland - Early in 

the morning of Tues-
day, October 25th, a 
massive police pres-
ence began a coordi-
nated raid on Occupy 
Oakland. Despite 
the erection of bar-
ricades, the site was 
cleared several hours 
later and 70 people 
were arrested. Occupy 
Oakland was occupy-
ing Oscar Grant Plaza, 
named after a man 
executed by the BART 
transit police in 2009. 

That evening, hun-
dreds of occupiers 
and their supporters 
gathered to attempt to 
retake the park. Police 

aggressively broke 
up crowds with tear 
gas, flash grenades, 
and rubber bullets, 
and some protesters 
responded by hurling 
projectiles and paint 
bombs while police 
broke up crowd.

One man, a 24-year 
old Iraq war veteran 
named Scott Olsen, was 

struck in the head with 
a tear gas canister. Pro-
testers were repeatedly 
prevented from protect-
ing the man by inten-
tional flash grenades 
which was videotaped 
and posted online. 
Eventually he was car-
ried out by friends. 
Olsen has a fractured 

Definition of Terms
Mutual Aid Mu•tu•al Aid n.

Mutual Aid is a 
concept where we 
voluntary exchange 
resources and services 
for our mutual benefit. 
This could benefit our 
friends, our neighbor-
hood or people we con-
sider to be a part of our 
community.

Mutual aid is a prac-
tice that plays out in 
moments throughout 
our day. 

Mutual aid takes 
many forms, it is in 
action when we trade 
childcare for martial 
arts training, or when 
you shovel the sidewalk 
on your street.

Anarchists try to 
foster and encourage 
relationships and com-
munity projects which 
promote these values. 
These practices pro-
vide everyone with a 

sense that their contri-
butions have benefited 
themselves and others. 
Mutual aid allows us to 
be collectively better 
off than before.

By asserting mutual 
aid in our lives, we 
are providing our-
selves with skills and 
resources and therefore 
weakening our reliance 
on the state to provide 
these same needs.

3000 zombies walk against the rich during the #Occupy Phoenix Zombie Walk. It is high time that zombies have 
their say in the occupy movement. PhOtO: jOnathan Wade
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Oakland Commune banner leads the march to retake Oscar Grant Plaza 
after it was violently evicted by the police. PhOtO: Oakland lOCal

Continued on Page 3...

www.gettotheroots.wordpress.com

Continued on Page 3...

DAY 17
OF THE OCCUPATION

A



2 Getting to the Roots § Issue Two § October 31st, 2011

WHAT IS A GENERAl ASSEMblY?

The General Assembly (GA) model has been 
adopted by most of the occupations as a way to 
discuss and make decisions. The GA is a hori-
zontal, leader-less, open meeting. The GA is 
where decisions are made that affect the whole 
group and general discussions are held. There 
are no leaders nor a governing body of the GA 
– everyone’s voice is equal.

Working groups help things run more 
smoothly by figuring out specifics and taking 
care of day-to-day tasks. Examples of working 
groups are: food, media, events, direct action, etc. 
They have open membership, and all who have 
concerns or ideas related to a working group are 
encouraged to join it. Working groups would give 
a report-back at every GA so everyone knows 
what they’re up to and how to get involved.

Only decisions that affect the entire group 
need to be brought to the GA. Many projects 
can happen independent of the GA model. 
For example, if people wanted to issue a pub-
lic media statement on behalf of the group, 
it would require GA approval. If someone 
wanted to write a pamphlet to distribute that 
was not on behalf of the group, it would not 
require GA approval.

General Assembly Every Day Noon and 6PM
Join the Struggle

A

DECISION MAkING PROCESS

Here are steps in a decision making process 
at a GA. They can be modified by the group at 
any time and continuously changed as need be.

1. A proposal is presented by one person 
or a group. Sometimes a GA will require 
multiple people to present a proposal, to 
ensure that it’s already been discussed.

2. Clarifying questions are raised by anyone 
to the presenters.

3. “Straw poll.” The facilitator takes a show of 
people who approve  and disapprove of 
the proposal to determine whether further 
discussion is necessary. This is not an official 
vote. If the proposal has a lot of support, 
the group would skip steps 4 and 5.

4. Concerns and Amendments. Here, if 
there are a lot people at the general 
assembly, the group could break up into 
smaller groups for 10-15 minutes to con-
solidate their concerns and questions and 
everyone has a chance to discuss the pro-
posal. Someone from each small group 
would express the concerns and amend-
ments to the GA.

5. The proposal is presented again, with 
any changes discussed.

6. Every participant votes to approve, dis-
approve, or stand-aside. 90% approval 
passes the proposal. If there is less than 
90% approval, it doesn’t pass and can be 
brought up again at a later GA.

Introduction
to the
General Assembly

THE AGENDA

An agenda is a list of topics to cover at a meet-
ing. It is either compiled by a facilitator before 
a meeting or at the beginning of the GA. Here 
is an example of an agenda:

1. Welcome, agenda overview, and 
explanation of GA process 

2. Working group report-backs
3. Proposals (see below)
4. Announcements

ROlES

Facilitator (or MC)— moves the conversa-
tion along to stay on topic. They don’t get more 
space to express opinions. They remind people 
to respect each other. They assert the decided 
process into the discussions. In large assemblies, 
there may be several facilitators.

Stack keeper— keeps a list of people who 
would like to speak, to make sure everyone has 
a chance to talk and people aren’t interrupting 
each other.

Note taker— takes notes of announcements 
and decisions made during assembly.

A
left— Occupy Oakland general assembly after the occupiers had retaken 
Oscar Grant plaza. Over a thousand people participate in the general 
assemblies and come to consensus.  PhOtO: Oakland lOCal
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Study. Drink. Repeat.

“Oakland Resists”
...Continued from #Occupy Oakland on Page 1

Clockwise from left — Fence comes down in Oscar Grant Plaza PhOTO: TIMOThy AcTwell, 
Oakland teachers join Occupy March PhOtO: PeOPles WOrld, #Occupy Oakland sign at retaking of the park.  PhOtO: Oakland lOCal

...Continued from #Occupy School on Page 1

skull and is currently 
hospitalized in stable 
but critical condition at 
Highland Hospital. He 
is scheduled for brain 
surgery later this week.

Occupy Oakland had 
announced that gather-
ings at 6pm at 14th and 
Broadway will continue, 
and that “We will do 
this everyday until we 
#RetakeThePlaza.” 

The following day, 
a vigil for Olsen took 
place at 3pm in down-
town Oakland. At 6pm 
massive crowds began 
showing up, upwards 
of 3000 people. The 
crowd surged towards 
Oscar Grant Plaza, and 
began tearing down 
the fence that had 
been erected by police 

around the park.
Once torn down, 

having reestablished the 
occupation, the occupi-
ers held a belated gen-
eral assembly, in which 
an Oakland general 
strike was proposed 
and passed with 96.9% 
support. The General 
Assembly operates on 
a modified consensus 
process that passes 
proposals with 90% in 
favor and with abstain-
ing votes removed from 
the final count.

The date of the general 
strike is set for Wednes-
day, November 2nd.

Since this announce-
ment, social media has 
been abuzz with calls 
for a Global General 
Strike! A

GENERAl STRIkE PROPOSAl FROM OCCUPY OAklAND:
We as fellow occupiers of Oscar Grant Plaza 

propose that on Wednesday November 2, 2011, 
we liberate Oakland and shut down the 1%.

We propose a city wide general strike and 
we propose we invite all students to walk out of 
school. Instead of workers going to work and stu-
dents going to school, the people will converge on 
downtown Oakland to shut down the city.

All banks and corporations should close down 
for the day or we will march on them.

While we are calling for a general strike, we 

are also calling for much more. People who 
organize out of their neighborhoods, schools, 
community organizations, affinity groups, work-
places and families are encouraged to self orga-
nize in a way that allows them to participate in 
shutting down the city in whatever manner they 
are comfortable with and capable of.

The whole world is watching Oakland. Let’s 
show them what is possible...

Stay tuned for much more information and 
see you next Wednesday. A

must go up to meet costs and 
deliver quality education; yet has 
the quality of our education really 
kept up with these necessary costs? 
Ontario has the worst student to 
teacher ratio in the country; huge 
class sizes, frequent disruptions and 
a serious lack of one on one time 
with our professors.

This is not an welcoming 
environment for engaging with 
your education.

When exam time strolls 
around we push our bodies to 
the limit, staying up on coffee 
and Adderall – scanning infor-
mation bases for publications 
and ideas we can steal, (as long 
as we site our sources.) Relying 
more on the words that have 
been written by other people 
instead of our own ideas is effec-
tively selling ourselves short. Yet 
we justify this by reaffirming 
that we are the elite, we are uni-

versity students- we deserve to 
be here, because we work hard- 
if that doesn’t work, well than 
there’s always the excuse - every-
one else is doing it.  

What is your goal in your edu-
cation? To become a unique indi-
vidual; or to just fall in line, to 
compete, to fight for a spot among 
the best and the brightest. Shouldn’t 
you demand to learn about things 
that really interest you instead of 
being subjected to useless assign-
ments and trivial statistics? After all 
your paying to be here.

If we are stuck working minimum 
wage jobs before, during and even 
after university, all just to pay off our 
debt is there really an added benefit 
to “higher education”? With debt, 
stress, alienation and blind obedi-
ence. Is university really a stepping 
stone or is it a mere reflection of a 
broken and passive system. A

An emotional depiction of 
love & rage within the context 

of repression and permanent 
struggle against authority. It 
was impossible that a Young 
Mapuche Anarchist, Johnny 

Cariqueo, would go unnoticed 
by the murderous repression and 

racist authority of the Chilean 
State. Jhonny was murdered 

within the mobilizations of the 
Day of the Young Combatant, on 
March 29th, 2008. A MUST SEE 

film for today’s youth.

JOHNNY
CARIQUEO:

THE
PERMANENT
RIOT

 (with english subtitles)

sat. nov. 5th 

7PM
#Occupy Guelph

St. Georges 
Square

brought to you by:

The Anarchists
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